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Wolves player brings skills to City College 

Pics: 5833 – Joe Jackson, Football Development Coordinator, City of Wolverhampton College
5817, 5815: Level three student Darrell Chigovanyika, 17; Joe Jackson, Football Development Coordinator, City of Wolverhampton College; Level three student Christian Darby, 18.

City of Wolverhampton College has appointed an ex Wolverhampton Wanderers player to take up a new position at the college.

Ex centre midfield player Joe Jackson is Football Development Coordinator at the new City of Wolverhampton College’s £6m Football Development Centre, based at the college’s Wellington Road Campus. The purpose built centre boasts a £2m 3G synthetic all-weather football pitch. 

 Joe was previously a sports lecturer at the college, having joined the staff in 2002 to deliver the NVQ Football coaching programme and the Sports Development Programme.

Joe is charged with involving the business community and the general public to use the facility. “We are already in partnership with a number of local organisations”, says Joe. “These include Wolves FC and the Bilston Partnership Youth League, which houses around 250 teams, and NPV Football Development, a community organisation that I support.”
Joe was born and grew up in Whitmore Reans in Wolverhampton. He made his debut with Wolverhampton Wanderers FC as a 17 year old apprentice and played for them for four years, two as a professional. He went into non-league football and was offered positions with Mansfield and Port Vale, which he declined as he wanted to play locally, and continued his career with Bilston Town, Worcester City and Hednesford. Retiring at 29, Joe trained as a football coach and went on to manage Bilston Town, Stourbridge and Bromsgrove Rovers alongside working at Bilston College.  While managing Bilston Town, Bilston College took a stake in the club. Joe became football development officer for the college. Bilston College was eventually absorbed into City of Wolverhampton College.
“My new job is an outward facing role to engage with the community, both residents and business, to publicise the College’s 3G all-weather pitch”, says Joe. “It’s a fantastic facility and the best in the region. “We’ll be engaging with the whole of this region, including primary schools, community groups, corporate business, local police, the fire service, and also street leagues. We have the facilities here to develop managers and coaches at junior level. We believe that City of Wolverhampton College can have a significant impact on developing the careers of footballers to a professional level. 
“We’ll be looking for business and community sponsors to support open evenings and prize givings. We have a close relationship with Wolves; owner Steve Morgan opened the facility for us and the Wolves Ladies Team train here three times a week. We need to demonstrate value for money, and we want our sponsors to see that we are making a difference to the lives of young people, who possibly could not have accessed the facility if it wasn’t for us.”
Joe also started NPV, a community venture.  “I have three boys and I started NPV in 1998 to get young people engaged. NPV is a vehicle for children with talent to play football. It’s an opportunity for parents to engage with them. When you see a reluctant parent suddenly turn up in a tracksuit, there’s a difference, something’s happened - it’s rewarding. That’s what it’s about. 

“I’m really looking forward to my new job”, says Joe. “The community is my drive and passion. It came from my love of my parents – they endured lots of tough situations but they brought up 10 children and loved every one of us. As a young man, football gave me a focus. I hear people say they want Wolverhampton to be a safe, prosperous, vibrant city and I think “no, you don’t, it’s just rhetoric”, but at the college we have a great opportunity to make a very real impact on the City, using football. If schools and colleges can’t, who can? We live in a tough climate, and to encourage people to be part of something is better than asking people to extract something without seeing the result. It’s a great time to be doing this.”  

For more information on how to get involved: W: www.wolvcoll.ac.uk 
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